“Better Together!”

DICKINSON AREA
CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
600 S. Stephenson
Ave.
Iron Mountain,
MI 49801
DICKINSON
AREA
CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
600 S.
Stephenson
Ave.
Iron Mountain, MI 49801

APRIL 2020
MAY 2020

A letter from our President

Todd Lysinger,
U.P. Insurance Agency

During these trying times of Corona virus, it’s
difficult to see past the haze of all the bad
news that seems to filter in on a daily basis. If
you’re looking for some inspiration, there ARE
several things that you can do to stay positive
during the pandemic: Limit your intake of news,
watch a funny movie, look after your neighbors,
enjoy the little things, look for good in others, shop
or dine local and practice random acts of
kindness.
Stay positive and remember that we are in this
TOGETHER and we will get through this TOGETHER!

MISSION:
“To enhance the
quality of life in our
community by
supporting &
promoting
economic growth.”

We thank you for your continued membership
with the Chamber.
Stay safe!
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CORONA VIRUS
HELPFUL LINKS &
INFORMATION
Below is a list of helpful links to assist you as you navigate the
Corona virus pandemic.
Link to DCH for daily updates on COVID-19 status https://www.dchs.org/about-us/covid-19-news-and-updates?
fbclid=IwAR0iQ8qN593hzqdtdLQFgcV2mME5o7f0pa42rwEWub6fVbm41eFLe6YDu8
Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Orders - https://
www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705---,00.html
Dickinson Area Economic Development Alliance helpful information https://myemail.constantcontact.com/COVID-19-Business-Resources-Update.html?
soid=1102390303096&aid=cvoaQw1e6Xk
Manufacturing Tools for Safe & Productive Operations:
https://view.joomag.com/mma-publication-mfg-tools-for-safe-productiveoperations/0504352001588610658?short
PMBC COVID-19 Procurement Platform Forms:
https://pmbc.connect.space/covid19/forms

Ribbon
Cuttings
Unfortunately, due to the Corona Virus pandemic, there
were no ribbon cuttings in April.

Aramark Uniform Services
Dickinson County Bike Path
Dickinson County Fair Board
Domino’s/CDA Pizza
Eagle Tool Company
Habitat for Humanity Menominee River
Iron Mountain Iron Mine
Island Resort and Casino

Northern Air Merchant Services
Norway Sleep PLLC
Organic Grounds Coffeehouse
The Thirsty Whale
Thrivent Financial
Tri-County Communication Services Inc.
NEW MEMBER: Schroeder Administrative Solutions

“W e
appreciate the
opportunity
to service the
needs of our
communities
and believe
everyone’s
resilience will
be the key to
building a
stronger
community”

- Dale

Cook
Business Banker,
First National
Bank & Trust

First National Bank & Trust Helping Community
Businesses with CARES Act Assistance
With the recently passed additional funding for the CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security) Act, First National Bank & Trust is available to help area
businesses get assistance and relief from this economic stimulus package.
An additional $310 billion dollars was allocated to the Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP) on April 24, and processing began this week. Community banks were
specifically allocated $60 billion to assist with their PPP efforts. Including this second
round of funding, the program will have provided nearly $659 Billion worth of US
payroll. The PPP loan program is available for eligible small businesses, including sole
proprietors, and non-profits, veterans organizations and tribal business concerns, to
provide a forgivable loan to cover payroll and other costs.
“As we continue to support our local economies and their financial needs at First
National Bank & Trust, it’s apparent how vital partnerships and long lasting
relationships continue to bring out the best in all of us, especially in uncertain times,”
said Dale Cook, Business Banker, First National Bank & Trust. “We appreciate the
opportunity to service the needs of our communities and believe everyone’s
resilience will be the key to building a stronger community.”
First National Bank & Trust has assisted hundreds of businesses with the Paycheck
Protection Program during this time, which has helped over 4,500 employees to
date. “We take pride in knowing how those numbers financially benefit local family
households and how it exponentially impacts the communities we serve,” Cook said.
“We are here to work with you in the hard times when it matters most. Whether
you’re a current customer or not, let us be a resource for you and your business.
As one community we’ll get through this together! Contact us today and we can
help you navigate the process.”
To make an appointment with First National Bank & Trust’s Business Banking team,
call 906-774-2200. For more information, as well as online contact information,
visit www.fnbimk.com/cares-act-assistance.

About First National Bank & Trust
First National Bank & Trust is one of the oldest and largest independently owned banks in the
Upper Peninsula. Chartered in 1887, First National Bank & Trust is a full service, FDIC federally
insured bank providing six convenient locations in Iron Mountain, Kingsford, Menominee, Iron
River, and a First National Trust & Wealth Management office in Marquette. For more information, visit www.fnbimk.com.

May’s Business After Hours is cancelled….We will
wait to see if Governor Whitmer opens the U.P. to
business soon. Watch your email for updates on
future Chamber events.

May’s Roundtable Luncheon was cancelled due to
the ever-changing situation regarding Corona virus.
We will look to June and hope that we can soon get
back to normal. Watch your email for updates on
Chamber events.

ROUNDTABLE
LUNCHEON

Check out new BUSINESS TO BUSINESS ADVANTAGES
on our website. It’s just one more way we help your
business! Get your card(s) from your HR department
or call us!

“To move
forward, you
have to
GIVE BACK!”
Oprah Winfrey

Our big fundraiser, A Night with the Chamber, A Murder
Mystery Masquerade Gala, has been postponed to
October….please watch our Facebook page and website
for future updates. If you would like to be a part of
planning the Chamber’s most exciting night out, please
contact Suzanne Larson at the Chamber at 906-396-1415.

“ T here’s a lot of
people that
have put a lot
of generosity
into this!”

- Eli

Ward,
President/General
Manager of
Northern RV

Northern RV joins forces with
Make a Wish to help local family
Sherri Erickson
QUINNESEC — Fourteen-year-old Blake Fleury of Kingsford was tossed the keys to his new camper
on Friday.
Fleury’s wish of camping was granted thanks to the teamwork of Michigan and Wisconsin MakeA-Wish Foundation chapters and Northern RV Center in Quinnesec.
Fleury, who was diagnosed in 2018 with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, or ALL, is the proud
owner of a 26-foot Jayco Jay Flight bunkhouse, which retails for $21,065. The family initially met
with the Make-A-Wish Foundation in November 2019.
“Most wishes take 12 to 18 months to get fulfilled,” said Make-A-Wish volunteer Sandy Wilson of
Escanaba. “This went very fast — everything just worked out.”
Northern RV president and general manager Eli Ward was thrilled they were able to get this
done.
“There’s a lot of people that have put a lot of generosity into this,” said Ward during a
presentation Friday. “We are happy the family will be able to experience camping and enjoy it.”
The foundation is also delighted that Fleury and his family will be able to enjoy the camper all
summer long.
“I picture you in it with your family and just having a great time,” said Wilson.
“I will enjoy it,” said Fleury. He joked that he wasn’t tearing up, at which time his father, Mike,
admitted he was.
“Thank you all for doing such a wonderful job — my heart is bursting with excitement,” said Blake.
“I’m so glad I get to share this Make-A-Wish of my camper with all of you.”
He also noted his friends will be pleased because he gets to camp now.
The Make-A-Wish Foundation also provided some special gifts including lantern, hammock,
board games, blanket, book and s’more sticks.
“We are all set for rainy days,” said his father.
Forrest Doolen, director of marketing and communications of the Make-A-Wish Wisconsin
Chapter, stressed how lucky they were to be able to grant this wish during this crazy time in the
world.
“We currently have more than 100 wishes that have been delayed due to the COVID-19
pandemic,” Doolen said. “We hope to be able to start granting them very soon as we don’t like
to wait.”
The Wisconsin group works closely in cooperation with Michigan chapter to help grant wishes as
quickly as possible in the Upper Peninsula.
“Northern RV has been wonderful to work with to be able to provide Blake with such an amazing
camper,” said Doolen.
Northern RV also reached out to the Lake Antoine Park Partners about providing the family with
a campsite. Brian Bousley, Dickinson County controller, and the campground manager Eric
Robinson graciously offered free camping for the entire 2020 season.
“Thank you everyone involved. We are going to make good use of this camper, that’s for sure,”
said Mike Fleury.
Blake Fleury encourages other kids to present their wishes to the foundation in hopes they, too,
will get what they hope for. “I love Make-A-Wish,” he said.
Make-A-Wish is also seeking representatives for the Upper Peninsula. Volunteer Jon Lasater
encouraged anyone interested to reach out to get more information.
For more information about Make-A-Wish or becoming a volunteer go to https://
wisconsin.wish.org or call 1-800-236-WISH.
Terri Castelaz can be reached at 906-774-2772 ext. 241 or tcastelaz@ironmountaindailynews.com.
Article from the May 2, 2020 edition of The Daily News
PHOTO: From left: Sandy Wilson, Make-A-Wish volunteer; Matt Bednarz, Northern RV service technician;
Mark Sertich, Northern RV service manager; brother Brady Fleury; Blake Fleury; father Mike Fleury; Paul Moon,
Northern RV sales manager; Jon Lasater, Make-A-Wish volunteer; and Eli Ward, Northern RV president and
general manager. Right Photo: Blake Fleury on the porch of his new camper.
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12:00 NOON Shotgun Start
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Stay

Positive!

Questions? Comments? How can we help? Please feel free to reach out to us!

Suzanne Larson

Executive Director
906-828-3389
slarson@dickinsonchamber.com

www.dickinsonchamber.com

Jill Mondloch

Executive Assistant/BX Director
906-828-3834
jmondloch@dickinsonchamber.com

facebook.com/dickinsonchamber

